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he city of Abu Dhabi is not short of
people willing to go the extra mile to

help others. But long before stories
of altruism began to be regularly publicised
here, one individual had already been
selflessly devoting himself to the public for
more than two decades.

His name is George Ity and he co-founded
Nahtam Social Responsibility, a private
organisation formed to take on various causes
for the benefit of the community.

“I came here in 1993, ndft for community
work, but for better caréer opportunities
after working as a creative director for an
advertising agency in Bombay. | arrived with
my wife and son - now | have two sons,” he
laughs animatedly in recollection.

A Kerala native with a degree in
advertising, George grew up in a family
that embraces philanthropy as a
personal mission.

“Community work has been in our
blood since the time my grandfather
served all the needy villagers [back home]
with food and educational support for
their children.

“Currently, my 83-year-old mother is
the chairperson for SREDDHA charity
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organisation, addressing the need of
educating the elderly people on how to
better deal with the new generation,”
George says proudly.

“Even when | was working back home,
| made sure to dabble in community work
after office hours. | was the guy who started
the campaign in Bombay calling for drug
addiction to be seen as a sickness. My
objective is to change the stigma, to treat
addicts as patients in need of help
and reintegrate [them] back into society.

“Community work gives me immense
happiness and peace of mind,” George
adds. "I like spending time with people
and it gives me an opportunity to utilise my
experience in advertising communications
for the benefit of many.”

Given his clear desire to give back to
others, it's not surprising that George's love
for community work didn’t wane when he
relocated to Abu Dhabi.

In the early 90s, the capital was still figuring
out how to transition from a quiet, sleepy town
to a bustling cosmopolitan city. Needless to
say, there was a lot to be done to improve the
budding community and help people adjust.

One of the early initiatives he launched
was educating residents on the importance
of conserving water: water metres didn’t
exist, and this was years before the prospect
of water scarcity in the country became the
issue it is today.

“We published and distributed a small
booklet teaching children how to save
water,” George explains. “I did many

How an expat paved the way for community

service to flourish in the capital
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